PRIDE AND ACTION
follow me in case of need. What you heard else-
where in Europe was but the echo.'*
"There were counter-echoes as well," said I.
"It was greatly to Briand's credit that he made
no answer! Even two years after the events, when
I spoke to him about those weeks, he was. still
greatly troubled in mind."
Mussolini pays keen attention when he hears
something new to him. One notices that he is
storing the phrases in his memory. Now, without
turning a hair, he said:
"Briand was not one of Italy's enemies."
"Such impetuousness," said I, "with which
you have at times alarmed Europe, contrasts
strongly with the forbearance I have noticed in
you on other occasions."
Perceiving that I wished to steer the conver-
sation off the rocks, he changed his tone and
attitude, saying:
"Thirty years ago, when I was a schoolmaster,
I gave out as subject for an essay: *Slow and
steady wins the race/ This pleased my chief.
At about the same date I wrote my first news-
paper article (no, it was my second), and it was
entitled: 'The Virtue of Patience.' I fancy that
my own need for patience had already become
plain to me. In truth it is my way to prepare
things long in advance. We are still in the begin-
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